10 April 2013
Dear Physics students,

I do hope that you are well and I will miss you over the next week.  As promised I have completed the guidelines for your “Eco-friendly Home” Project.  I look forward to seeing what each of you comes up with.

Each team will design a home that is structurally sound, environmentally friendly, as well as economical to build and maintain.  Your budget for the house is $400,000.00.  You must consider location (must be in the MVA, so think about summer and winter needs), energy sources (for heating and cooling and general home power), lighting sources, building materials (framework, windows, flooring, roofing, toilets, sinks etc) and personal needs (if it must be handicap equipped).

Your monthly maintenance costs (electricity, water, heating and cooling) must be based on an average yearly salary of $85,000.00 (meaning you have to be able to afford your bills based on $5600.00 per month, you have to account for taxes).

You will be graded on structure, carbon footprint (how eco-friendly your home is), cost to maintain and budget.  Points will be deducted for going over budget on building and monthly expenses.  Being under budget will earn bonus points.  The winning team will have lunch on me.  
We will have preliminary presentations 22 April 2013.

God bless,

C James

Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 
Matthew 7:24

