Chapter 11 Study Guide

A.   You will need to place the planets in our solar system in order from the closest to the Sun to the farthest:

1.  Mercury
2. Venus

3. Earth

4. Mars

5. Jupiter

6. Saturn

7. Uranus

8. Neptune

9. Pluto
B.  You will need to know the following definitions

1.  Aurora- energy emitted in the form of beautiful colors
2. Chromosphere- the Sun’s atmosphere

3. Corona- the outermost part of the Sun

4. Photosphere- the surface of the Sun

5. Sunspots- darkspots on the photosphere of the Sun

C.  Know the terms/subjects

1.  Equinox- equal length of day and night

2. Mercury is the second smallest planet

3. We always see the same side of the moon because the Moon rotates once on its axis as it  makes one revolution around the Earth
4. The Moon is Earth’s natural satellite

5. The Moon does not make its own light like the Sun and stars, rather the Moon is illuminated by the Sun

6. The Sun’s gravitational pull is strong because of its huge mass and keeps the planets revolving around it

7. Orbit- is the term used to describe a planet’s travel around the Sun.

8. A rotation is when the planet turns on its own axis

9. The inner planets are called terrestrial planets

10. The outer planets are sometimes called the gas giants

11. The Moon revolves around the Earth (each planets moon revolves around its planet)
12. The planets revolve around the Sun
13. Jupiter is known for its Great Red Spot
14. The only outer planet not made of gases is Pluto
15. Jupiter is the largest planet
16. Pluto is the smallest planet with an elongated orbit and has a moon named Charon.
17. Earth is the only planet on which man is able to survive on in his own natural state.

18. When an object orbits and other space body it is called a satellite

19. A probe is a research spacecraft sent outside of Earth’s orbit.

20. The first man to walk on the Moon was Neil Armstrong

21. The tilt of the Earth as it revolves around the Sun determines the seasons here on Earth

22. For a space object to be considered a planet it must orbit the Sun (not another planet) and it must have enough gravity to keep a spherical shape 
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